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trader will venture up from the town of Barra, at the junction of the Amazon 
and Negro rivers, who may be able to procure a very small quantity of Balsam 
de Copaiba, or some gums. These traders report this tribe as inoffensive, living 
on fish and fruits, entirely without clothing, and killing animals with a blow gun 
and poisoned arrows. 

The owner of one of these heads carried it with him, and when fishing, had it 
placed with the face towards him " for luck's sake," and it is extremely rare to 
get them to part with one. 

These are the only ones I have ever met with from this river ; those in the col - 
lection of the late Dr. Morton, presented by me, were of the tribe of Mundrucus, 
living between the Tapajos and Madeira rivers, and one is, I think, figured in 
the works of Spix and Von Martius." 



March l§ih. 
Mr. Ord, President, in the Chair. 

Letters were read 

From the Librarian of the British Museum, dated Feb. 24, 1852, 
acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings, Vol. 5, No. 11. 

From the Faculty of Harvard College, dated Cambridge, Feb. 27, 1852, 
acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the Memoir of Dr. Morton by 
Dr. Meigs. 

Dr. Leidy called the attention of the members to five heads lying upon the 
table, of what were usually considered as belonging to a single species of Hip- 
popotamus, under the name of H. amphibius. Two of the specimens are 
from North Western Africa, and three from Southern Africa. Between those of 
the two localities, various differences were pointed out, the most important being 
the" existence of a single band of enamel upon the upper canines of the North 
Western Hippopotamus, and the band being divided into two by a space bf three 
lines on the outer side of the posterior groove in the Southern Hippopotamus. 
Dr. L. therefore concluded with Desmoulins and Duvernoy, that there were two 
distinct species of Hippopotamus, and as that of Northern Africa was the ear- 
liest known, the name, H. amphibius should be retained for it, while that of the 
South should retain Desmoulin's name of H. capensis. 

Dr. Le Conte mentioned that the specimens of Casteroides Ohioensis, 
presented this evening, were important, as giving a new locality to this 
animal. They were obtained by Dr. Feuchtwanger from a well near 
Shawneetown, forty feet below the surface. 

Dr. Hays stated that the tooth of the fossil Tapir presented by him 
this evening, was found in the bed of a canal in North Carolina. It 
had been in his possession for several years, and was the first fossil 
Tapir tooth found in North America. 



March 23d. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

Dr. Leidy called attention to the very fine skeleton of Troglodytes 

forilla, recently presented to the Academy by Dr. Henry A. Ford of 
liberia, which is now mounted and in the Hall. The height, as it now 
stands, is four feet nine inches. 
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Mr. Lea made some remarks on the subject of the periodicity of the Family 
TJiiionidce. He mentioned that some of the species matured and ejected from 
their oviducts the perfect shell in the autumn, others in the sprins, and some 
apparently in the winter. He mentioned that few observations had yet been 
made on this interesting branch of animal economy. He had himself made some 
observations many years since on the Vnioues and Anodontce of our vicinity ; 
and his brother, T. G. Lea, had, at his request, made some interesting observa- 
tions of those in the vicinity of Cincinnati, part of which had been rioted in the 
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society. He then read part of a 
letter from Mr. Joseph Clark of Cincinnati, in which he mentions having ob- 
served the periodicity of several species within the last six months. The Ano- 
donta edentnla, Say, was found with oviducts fully charged in September, as 
were also Unio ellipsis. Lea, 77. irroratns, Lea, 77. securis, Lea, XI. foliatus, 
Hild. and 77. orbicnlatus , Hild. In October he found the ova of the J7«to multi- 
plicatus, Lea, more than half developed, and thinks they would have been ma- 
tured in the spring. In the Unio anodontoides, Lea, they were beautifully de- 
veloped, and would probably have been matured and voided in the winter. The 
oviducts of the last species are bordered with a beautiful blue color. 

Thus Mr. Clark's conclusions were the same as to the different periods of 
various species as Mr. Lea's, and there cannot be a doubt but that the terms of 
the species differ according to their own law. 



March 30th. 
Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committee on Mr. Lea's description of a new Unio, reported in 
favor of publication in the Proceedings. 

Description of a new species of Symphynote XTnio. 
By Isaac Lea. 

Unio Chmingii. Testa alata, plicata, triangulari, valde compressa, postice 
angulati, valde inaequilaterali; ala elevata, acuminata, margine crenulata; val- 
vulis subtenuibus, ante et post nates connatis; natibus, et ala? poster ioris basi 
apiceque undulatis ; natibus compressis, ad apicem undulatis, hand prominenti- 
bus ; epidermide nitida, tenebroso viridi, perradiata ; dentibus cardinalibus la- 
mellatis, lateralibns longissimis, lamellatis subcurvisque ; ligamento celato j 
magarita alba et iridescente. 

Shell alate, plicate, triangular, very much compressed, angular behind, very 
inequilateral; wing high, acuminate, crenulate on the margin; valves rather 
thin, connate before and behind the beak; beaks, and the base and summit of'the 
posterior wing undulated ; beaks compressed, undulated at the tip, not promi- 
nent ; epidermis shining, dark green, radiated all over ; cardinal teeth lamellar; 
"lateral teeth very long, lamellar and somewhat curved ; ligament concealed ; 
nacre white and iridescent. 

Habitat northern part of China. H. Cuming, Esq . 

Diam. .7, length 2.6, breadth 3.1 inches. 

This very beautiful and rare Unio is, in form and general outline, very much 
like the Dipsas plicatus, Leach, but they cannot be confounded with each other, 
as they belong to very distinct genera, the Dipsas having but one linear tooth 
in each valve, while the above described shell has perfectly well denned lamellar 
cardinal teeth, double in the right and single in the left valve. It also has long, la- 
mellar, lateral teeth, double in the left and single in the right valve. It differs also 
in the folds, having them extending over the flattened side from the beaks, in this 
specimen, which is not half grown, to half the length of the shell. The folds 



